
Birmingham 2050 
Regional Transportation Plan 
Purpose of the Regional Transportation Plan

The purpose of the 2050 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) is to 
identify how the Birmingham metropolitan region intends to invest in the 
transportation system for the next 20+ years to accommodate current 
travel demands and future growth.  It is the latest update to our region’s 
long-range transportation plan.  The RTP is updated every four years in 
order to reassess investment priorities, update the analysis of trends and 
projections in the region, and plan for new transportation investments 
over a 25 year horizon.  

The RTP includes all modes of surface transportation including roadways, 
public transportation, bicycles, pedestrians and freight. It identifies and 
analyzes transportation needs within the metropolitan region, articulates 
a vision for how the transportation system will be organized and function, 
identifies broad goals and project priorities, and considers the reality of 
future funding availability. 

The RTP is federally required to ensure that transportation projects are 
coordinated between the various levels of government (local, county, 
state and federal). The RTP will ensure eligibility of projects for federal 
transportation funding as the plan serves as the framework for guiding 
federally funded transportation investments.

Following the adoption of the plan by the Birmingham MPO, projects, 
further studies, and strategies/actions are implemented by local 
and state entities responsible for maintaining and improving the 
transportation system. The Birmingham MPO approves projects through 
the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  The TIP is a subset 
of the RTP, and provides a short-term (four-year) work program that 
accomplishes the objectives of the RTP, and essentially is the first four 
years of the 25-year RTP. For more information about the TIP visit 
www.rpcgb.org.

What is the Birmingham MPO?

The Birmingham Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) is the 
group of local, elected officials, transit 
operators, and state officials who 
are responsible for transportation 
planning throughout the Birmingham 
metropolitan area. This includes all 
of Jefferson and Shelby Counties 
and portions of Blount and St. 
Clair Counties. The Birmingham 
MPO decides, in cooperation 
with the Alabama Department of 
Transportation (ALDOT), what 
transportation projects are funded 
with the available local, state and 
federal dollars. 

Meetings of the Birmingham MPO 
and its advisory committees are open 
to the public and anyone is welcome 
to attend. The MPO is staffed by the 
Regional Planning Commission of 
Greater Birmingham (RPCGB). A map 
of the Birmingham MPO region is 
provided on the back of this page.

More information on the MPO 
process in the Birmingham region can 
be found at the following link:

https://www.rpcgb.org/metropolitan-

Plan Development Process 

Setting the Stage - Analyzing existing conditions and trends, preparing growth 
forecasts, identifying transportation needs, and developing a set of plan goals that 
address public input received and that also relate to various federal requirements.

Developing and Drafting the Plan – Identifying the projects and strategies to solve 
future transportation needs, addressing federal requirements for performance-
based planning and programming, and developing a fiscally constrained / cost 
feasible plan.

Vetting and Adopting the Plan – Vetting the Draft Plan to the public, local 
governments, state and federal partners, and plan adoption by the Birmingham 
MPO.

March 2022 - July 2022

August 2022 - March 2023

April 2023 - September 2023

www.rpcgb.org
https://www.rpcgb.org/metropolitan-planning-organization


Why is the Regional Transportation 
Plan Important?

Through the process of identifying long-range and 
short-range strategies to improve the multimodal 
transportation system in the Birmingham area, the RTP 
will serve to:

• Determine travel demand patterns throughout 
the region based on existing development and 
projected growth

• Identify cost-effective methods and the use of 
emerging technology to maximize investment of 
limited funding sources

• Identify factors and trends that are likely to affect 
transportation in coming years (e.g. electric 
vehicles, driverless vehicles, teleworking trends, 
e-commerce, climate change, etc.)

• Connect residents to jobs and facilitate efficient 
freight movement to promote and preserve the 
economic vitality of the region

• Recognize the need for bicycle and pedestrian 
travel to promote mobility choices and the overall 
quality of life in the region

• Reflect the vision of a diverse and vibrant 
community to keep a better Birmingham region 
moving forward

Public Involvement

Developing the RTP will be a collaborative effort 
between the public, local governments, and state and 
federal partners. Our transportation system affects all 
of us every day in many ways. It has a major influence 
on the regional economy, guides patterns of growth, 
and affects our quality of life. 

To participate in an online survey, to sign-up for project 
updates and to learn more information, visit the project 
website at www.birminghamregion2050.com.

In addition to our web presence, RPCGB staff will also 
be conducting the following activities:

• Providing updates throughout the plan 
development process at regularly scheduled MPO 
committee meetings

• Presenting at community events

For more information contact Scott Tillman, RPCGB 
Director of Planning and Operations at
stillman@rpcgb.org  or (205) 251-8139.
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